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research1 has identified them with some confidence. It was almost certainly the works of Alexandrian Neo-Platonists, not of Platonists, that he read at this time. Augustine's history of philosophy is very defective. Nourisson, writing under the eye of a bench of bishops, cannot refrain from calling Augustine's erudition ' undigested,' ' superficial,' ' mediocre and very imperfect'; l ce nest point un savant,' he says at length. Even Ellies Dupin says ' he had more ability than erudition.' At all events, Augustine is always confounding Platonists, Neo-Platonists, and Academics—three widely different schools—and fancies Aristotle was a faithful follower of Plato. For many years he accepted Ambrose's theory that 'Jeremiah' had given Plato his * golden thoughts.' Confined as he was to Latin literature, we cannot expect to find in him a close acquaintance with Greek thinkers. It is generally thought he read a translation of the Timceus; M. Saisset thinks he was acquainted with the Phtfdo, Phasdrus, Republic, and Gorgias;
1 See the chief points in Nourisson's Philosophie de Saint August!n and Grandgeorge's Saint Augustin.
